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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1. Claims 1 - 17 are pending and the Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449) 
submitted on 1 0/7/2003 and 4/30/2007 have been considered. 

2. As required by MPEP § 2181(1), claims 16 and 17 are being treated under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
6 th paragraph. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims are directed toward the nonstatutory 
"computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave." (MPEP §2106.01) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The Specification fails to point out the structures required to perform 
the "means for" limitations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

8. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Campbell et al., U.S. 
Patent Number 6,047,259. 

9. As per claim 1, Campbell teaches a system for use in generating a diagnosis report, 
comprising: 

• An observation display unit displaying observation on an examination result (figures 4 - 

• A treatment information input request notification unit transmitting a notification of a 
request to input treatment information about the treatment in response to the observation 
when the observation is displayed on said observation display unit (figure 10); 

• A treatment information obtaining unit obtaining the treatment information input in . 
response to the notification (figures 10-12), and 

• A storage unit storing observation information indicating the observation associated with 
the treatment information (figure 1, hard drive). 

10. As per claim 2, Campbell teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Campbell 
further teaches the system comprising: 

• An observation term selection result obtaining unit obtaining a selection result of an 
observation term corresponding to the observation from a plurality of observation terms 
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(figure 12 where the description is found on column 19, lines 8-40 and figure 5 where 
temperature history is displayed); and 

• A supplementary information result obtaining unit obtaining the selection result of 
supplementary information corresponding to the observation from plural pieces of 
supplementary information associated with the observation term relating to the selection 
result (column 15, lines 5 - 52), wherein 

• Said observation information is formed by the observation terms relating to the selection 
result about the observation term and the supplementary information relating to the 
selection result about the supplementary information (figure 6). 

11. As per claim 3, Campbell teaches the system of claim 2 as described above. Campbell 
further teaches the system comprising an observation term list display unit displaying a list of a 
plurality of observation terms (figure 6 where the plurality of terms are included within the 
temperature history). 

12. As per claim 4, Campbell teaches the system of claim 2 as described above. Campbell 
further teaches the system comprising a supplementary information list display unit displaying a 
list of supplementary information associated with the observation term, wherein said 
supplementary information result obtaining unit can obtain a selection result from the list of the 
supplementary information (figure 6, where the current observation has requires additional 
information). 

13. As per claim 5, Campbell teaches the system of claim 4 as described above. Campbell 
further teaches the system wherein said supplementary information list display unit displays a list 
of the supplementary information based on the selection result of the observation term obtained 
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by said observation term selection result obtaining unit (figure 6, where the screen shows 
information regarding the current term). 

14. As per claim 6, Campbell teaches the system of claim 2 as described above. Campbell 
further teaches the system wherein said observation display unit displays a list of observation 
terms relating to the selection result about the observation term and the supplementary 
information relating to the selection result about the supplementary information (figures 5 and 6 
where the specific information represents nonfunctional descriptive material MPEP §2601.01). 

15. As per claim 7, Campbell teaches the system of claim 2 as described above. Campbell 
further teaches the system claim 2, further comprising an observation text generation unit 
generating observation text representing the observation term relating to the selection result and 
the supplementary information relating to the selection result about the supplementary 
information (figure 1 where the keyboard generates observation information text), wherein said 
observation display unit displays the observation text (figure 1 , where the monitor displays the 
text). 

16. As per claim 8, Campbell teaches the system of claim 7 as described above. Campbell 
further teaches the system comprising an observation display format switch unit switching 
between a display of the observation on said observation display unit represented as a list of 
observation terms relating to the selection result about the observation term and supplementary 
information relating to the selection result about the supplementary information, and a display of 
the observation text (figure 5, where the unit is the collection of buttons described in column 14, 
line 37 through column 15, line 4). 
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17. As per claim 9, Campbell teaches a system for use in generating a diagnosis report, 
comprising: 

• An observation term selection result obtaining unit obtaining a selection result from a 
plurality of observation terms about an observation term corresponding to observation on 
an examination result (figure 12 where the description is found on column 19, lines 8 - 
40 and figure 5 where temperature history is displayed); 

• A supplementary information result obtaining unit obtaining the selection result of 
supplementary information corresponding to the observation from plural pieces of 
supplementary information associated with the observation term relating to the selection 
result (column 15, lines 5 - 52); and 

• An observation information storage unit storing observation information which is formed 
by the observation term relating to the selection result about an observation term and the 
supplementary information relating to the selection result about the supplementary 
information, and indicates the observation (figure 1, hard drive storing information found 
on figures 5 and 6). 

18. As per claim 10, Campbell teaches a method for generating a diagnosis report, 
comprising: 

• Displaying observation on an examination result on a display device (figures 4 - 7); 

• Transmitting a notification of a request to input treatment information about the treatment 
in response to a display of the observation (figure 10); 
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• Obtaining the treatment information input in response to the notification (figures 10 - 
12), and storing observation information indicating the observation associated with the 
treatment information (column 8, lines 1-18). 

1 9. As per claim 1 1 , Campbell teaches a method for generating a diagnosis report, 
comprising: 

• Obtaining a selection result from a plurality of observation terms about an observation 
term corresponding to observation on an examination result (figure 12 where the 
description is found on column 19, lines 8-40 and figure 5 where temperature history is 
displayed); 

• Obtaining the selection result of supplementary information corresponding to the 
observation from plural pieces of supplementary information associated with the 
observation term relating to the selection result (column 15, lines 5 - 52); and 

• Storing observation information which is formed by the observation term relating to the 
selection result about an observation term and the supplementary information relating to 
the selection result about the supplementary information, and indicates the observation 
(figure 1 , hard drive storing information found on figures 5 and 6 and further described in 
column 8, lines 1-18). 

20. As per claim 12, Campbell teaches a computer-readable recording medium which stores a 
program used to direct a computer to generate a diagnosis report, and is executed by the 
computer to perform the process comprising: 
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• An observation displaying process of allowing a display device to display observation on 
an examination result (figure 12 where the description is found on column 19, lines 8 - 
40 and figure 5 where temperature history is displayed); 

• A treatment information input request notifying process of transmitting a notification of a 
request to input treatment information about the treatment in response to a display of the 
observation (figure 10 and column 15, lines 5 - 52); 

• A treatment information obtaining process of obtaining the treatment information input in 
response to the notification (figures 10-12), and a storing process of storing observation 
information indicating the observations associated with the treatment information 
(column 8, lines 1-18). 

21. As per claim 13, Campbell teaches a computer-readable recording medium which stores a 
program used to direct a computer to generate a diagnosis report, and is executed by the 
computer to perform the process comprising: 

• An observation term selection result obtaining process of obtaining a selection result 
from a plurality of observation terms about an observation term corresponding to 
observation on an examination result (figure 12 where the description is found on column 
19, lines 8-40 and figure 5 where temperature history is displayed); 

• A process of obtaining the selection result of supplementary information corresponding 
to the observation from plural pieces of supplementary information associated with the 
observation term relating to the selection result (column 15, lines 5 - 52); and 

• An observation information storage process of storing observation information which is 
formed by the observation term relating to the selection result about an observation term 
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and the supplementary information relating to the selection result about the 
supplementary information, and indicates the observation (figure 1, hard drive storing 
information found on figures 5 and 6 and further described in column 8, lines 1-18). 

22. As per claim 14, Campbell teaches a computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave 
representing a computer program used to direct a computer to generate a diagnosis report and 
execute the program of the process, comprising: 

• An observation displaying process of allowing a display device to display observations 
on an examination result (figures 4-7); 

• A treatment information input request notifying process of transmitting a notification of a 
request to input treatment information about the treatment in response to a display of the 
observation (figure 10 and column 1 5, lines 5 - 52); 

• A treatment information obtaining process of obtaining the treatment information input in 
response to the notification (figures 10-12), and a storing process of storing observation 
information indicating the observation associated with the treatment information (column 
8, lines 1-18). 

23. As per claim 15, Campbell teaches a computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave 
representing a computer program used to direct a computer to generate a diagnosis report and 
execute the program of the process, comprising: 

• An observation term selection result obtaining process of obtaining a selection result 
from a plurality of observation terms about an observation term corresponding to 
observation on an examination result (figure 12 where the description is found on column 
19, lines 8-40 and figure 5 where temperature history is displayed); 
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• A supplementary information result obtaining process of obtaining the selection result of 
supplementary information corresponding to the observation from plural pieces of 
supplementary information associated with the observation term relating to the selection 
result (column 15, lines 5 - 52); and 

• An observation information storage process of storing observation information which is 
formed by the observation term relating to the selection result about an observation term 
and the supplementary information relating to the selection result about the 
supplementary information, and indicates the observation (figure 1, hard drive storing 
information found on figures 5 and 6 and further described in column 8, lines 1-18). 

24. As per claim 1 5, Campbell teaches a system for use in generating a diagnosis report, 
comprising: 

• Observation display means for displaying observations on an examination result (figures 
4-7 where the display means is a computer display); 

• Treatment information input request notification means for transmitting a notification of 
a request to input treatment information about the treatment in response to the 
observation when the observation is displayed on said observation display means (figure 
10 and column 15, lines 5 - 52); 

• Treatment information obtaining means for obtaining the treatment information input in 
response to the notification (figures 10-12 where the obtaining means is a computer 
display), and storage means for storing observation information indicating the 
observation associated with the treatment information (column 8, lines 1-18 where the 
storage means is a computer hard drive). 
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25. As per claim 15, Campbell teaches a system for use in generating a diagnosis report, 
comprising: 

• Observation term selection result obtaining means for obtaining a selection result from a 
plurality of observation terms about an observation term corresponding to observation on 
an examination result (figure 12 where the description is found on column 19, lines 8 - 
40 and figure 5 where temperature history is displayed where the obtaining means is a 
keyboard); 

• Supplementary information result obtaining means for obtaining the selection result of 
supplementary information corresponding to the observation from plural pieces of 
supplementary information associated with the observation term relating to the selection 
result (column 15, lines 5-52 where the obtaining means is a keyboard); and 

• Observation information storage means for storing observation information which is 
formed by the observation term relating to the selection result about an observation term 
and the supplementary information relating to the selection result about the 
supplementary information, and indicates the observation (figure 1 , where the means is 
the hard drive, storing information found on figures 5 and 6 and further described in 
column 8, lines 1-18). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neal R. Sereboffwhose telephone number is (571) 270-1373. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon thru Thur from 7:30am to 5pm, with 1st Fri off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571) 272-6776. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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